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Theme                    :    FAITHFUL LABORERS in HIS HARVEST FIELD 
 John 15: 1 - 4, 6, 8 (NLT)

“I am the true grapevine, and MY FATHER is the gardener. HE cuts off every branch of MINE 

that doesn’t produce fruit, and HE prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce 
even more. You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 
Remain in ME, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, 
and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in ME.
Anyone who does not remain in ME is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches 
are gathered into a pile to be burned. 
When you produce much fruit, you are MY true disciples. This brings great glory to MY FATHER.

~ As we are faithfully abiding / united in HIM, we are to bear much fruits for HIM. 

   HE expect fruits!!

· What does fruitful mean?

Opposite of fruitful = unfruitful, barren “ARGOS” = inactive, lazy, useless.
The word denotes idle, barren, yielding no returns because of inactivity.

So fruitful means = active, useful, diligent, bringing returns, producing a result that is wanted or desired.

· What are the fruits?

John 4: 34 – 36 (NLT)

Then JESUS explained: “MY nourishment comes from doing the will of GOD, Who sent ME, 

and from finishing HIS work. You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ 
But I say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. The harvesters are 
paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike!
2 Peter 3: 8 - 9, 15a (NLT)

But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the LORD, 
and a thousand years is like a day. The LORD isn’t really being slow about HIS promise, as some 

people think. No, HE is being patient for your sake. HE does not want anyone to be destroyed, 
but wants everyone to repent.

And remember, the LORD’s patience gives people time to be saved.

Matthew 9: 36 – 38
But when HE saw the multitudes, HE was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary 
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then HE said to HIS disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the LORD of the harvest to send out laborers into HIS harvest.”
How to be fruitful?

Thru Good Works and Good News (the Gospel).
1.GOOD WORKS

Ephesians 2:10
For we are HIS workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS for good works, which GOD prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Titus 3: 14
And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.
~ Good works that will bring glory to GOD, that will bear fruits.
Colossians 1: 10
That you may walk worthy of the LORD, fully pleasing HIM, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of GOD.
Matthew 5: 16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
~ Your good deeds.
Read 2 Timothy 2: 20 - 21

Acts 10: 38 (NLT)

And you know that GOD anointed JESUS of Nazareth with the HOLY SPIRIT and with power. Then JESUS went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for GOD was with him.

2.GOOD NEWS (THE GOSPEL)
Colossians 1: 6 (NLT)

This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about GOD’s wonderful grace.

~ The gospel is the good news that change lives!!
~ We are assigned to tell others the good news.

Acts 20: 18-21, 24 (NLT)

When they arrived he declared, “You know that from the day I set foot in the province of Asia until now I have done the LORD’s work humbly and with many tears. I have endured the trials that came to me from the plots of the Jews. I never shrank back from telling you what you needed to hear, either publicly or in your homes. I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin and turning to GOD, and of having faith in our LORD JESUS.
~ Even though Paul went through suffering / persecution, he did not stop sharing the good news 
   everywhere, publicly & in homes.

But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the LORD JESUS—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of GOD.
Romans 1: 16-17 (NLT)

For I am not ashamed of this Good News about CHRIST. It is the power of GOD at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. This Good News tells us how GOD makes us right 

in HIS sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith
that a righteous person has Life.”
~ It’s the Gospel of JESUS that saves people & change lives.

Romans 10: 14-15 (NLT)

But how can they call on HIM to save them unless they believe in HIM? And how can they believe in HIM 
if they have never heard about HIM? And how can they hear about HIM unless someone tells them?
And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, 
“How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

2 Timothy 4: 1-5 (NLT)
I solemnly urge you in the presence of GOD and CHRIST JESUS, Who will someday judge the living and the dead when he appears to set up HIS Kingdom: Preach the word of GOD. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.
For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 
They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths.
But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. 
Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry GOD has given you.
~ Be prepared & be ready, don’t miss any opportunity.

1 Peter 3: 15-16 (NLT)
Instead, you must worship CHRIST as LORD of your life. And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. 
Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to CHRIST.
~ Everyday we have opportunities to share the good news to the people around our lives. Either at home, 
   office, uni, bus.

   The question is are we ready / prepared?

   Do we see that opportunity?

· What are the hindrances that make us unfruitful?

Mark 4 (NLT) - The parable of the sower.
Mark 4: 7 (NLT)

And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.

~ Thorn choked it. What are those thorns? JESUS explained in verses 18 -19.
Mark 4: 18 – 19 (NLT)
Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful.
~ As these 3 hindrances occupy our heart & mind, it makes us miss the opportunities and become self   
   centred & living for self.
1. CARES OF THIS WORLD

Cares – “Merimma”, come from the word “meiro” and “noos”

Meiro = to divide

Noos = the mind

The word denotes – distractions, anxieties, burdens and worries.

A preoccupation with things causing anxiety, stress and pressure
Matthew 6: 25 - 27, 32 - 34 (NLT)
“That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your Heavenly FATHER feeds them. And aren’t 
you far more valuable to him than they are? Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your Heavenly FATHER already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of GOD above all else, and live righteously, and HE will give you everything 
you need. “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Luke 21: 34 - 36
“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the SON of Man.”
~ Warning for all believers!! Not to let your hearts filled with the cares of this life.

In NLT v.34 – watch out!! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing, and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware.


Philippians 4: 6-7 (NLT)

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell GOD what you need, and thank HIM 
for all HE has done. Then you will experience GOD’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. HIS peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in CHRIST JESUS.
2. DECEITFUL OF RICHES
Deceitfulness = Comes from the word deceit / deceive, that gives false impression whether by appearance, statement or influence.

1 Timothy 6: 9 - 10 (NLT)

But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

Proverbs 23: 4 - 5
Do not overwork to be rich; because of your own understanding, cease! Will you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away like an eagle toward heaven.

Matthew 6: 24 (NLT)
No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both GOD and money.
1 Timothy 6:6 - 8 (NLT)

 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content.
Read Philippians 4: 11 - 12 (NLT) – Secret of Living
3. DESIRES FOR OTHER THINGS / PLEASURE OF LIFE - Talks about worldly desires
1 Peter 2:11 (NLT)

Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires 
that wage war against your very souls. Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. 
Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will 
give honor to GOD when he judges the world.
Read James 4: 1 - 4 (NLT)

Exodus 20: 17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”
Titus 2: 12 (NLT)

And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world 
with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to GOD.
~ So these 3 hindrances / thorns have to be removed so we can bear fruits.

Colossians 3: 1 - 3, 5
If then you were raised with CHRIST, seek those things which are above, where CHRIST is, sitting at the right hand of GOD. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life 
is hidden with CHRIST in GOD.
Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
Colossians 3: 16 - 17 (NLT)

Let the message about CHRIST, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom HE gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to GOD with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the LORD JESUS, giving thanks through HIM to GOD the FATHER.
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