Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 10 January 2010

Minister               :    Benny Suwarno
Theme                 :    SERVING the LORD with REVERENCE & GODLY FEAR
Hebrew 12:  28 – 29 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, by which we may serve GOD acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
For our GOD is a consuming fire.
Reverence = honor, respect, admiration, adoration, awe, worship.

And Godly Fear, fear of GOD.
Psalm 2: 11 (NLT)

Serve the LORD with reverent fear, and rejoice with trembling.

Psalm 22: 23 (NLT)

Praise the LORD, all you who fear HIM!

Honor HIM, all you descendants of Jacob!

Show HIM reverence, all you descendants of Israel!

Psalm 34: 7-11 (NLT)

For the angel of the LORD is a guard; He surrounds and defends all who fear HIM. 

Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in HIM!
Fear the LORD, you HIS godly people, for those who fear HIM will have all they need.
Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the LORD 
will lack no good thing. 

Come, MY children, and listen to ME, and I will teach you to fear the LORD.

Psalm 25: 12 – 15

Who is the man that fears the LORD? Him shall HE teach in the way HE chooses.
He himself shall dwell in prosperity, and his descendants shall inherit the earth.
The secret of the LORD is with those who fear HIM, and HE will show them HIS covenant.
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for HE shall pluck my feet out of the net.

Psalm 112: 1 – 3 (NLT)

Praise the LORD! How joyful are those who fear the LORD and delight in 
obeying HIS commands.

Their children will be successful everywhere; an entire generation of godly people 
will be blessed.

They themselves will be wealthy, and their good deeds will last forever.

READ: Psalm 128: 1 -6 (NLT)

Proverb 10: 27 (NLT)

Fear of the LORD lengthens one’s life, but the years of the wicked are cut short.

READ: Deuteronomy 6: 1 – 7 
Isaiah 29: 13 
Therefore the LORD said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths and honor ME with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from ME, and their fear toward ME is taught by the commandment of men,

How do we honor GOD? 

1. Honor GOD through the way we live (our lifestyle)
Colossians 1: 9 – 10 (NLT) 

So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. 
We ask GOD to give you complete knowledge of HIS will and to give you 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. Then the way you live will always honor 
and please the LORD, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. 
All the while, you will grow as you learn to know GOD better and better.

~ Always seek HIS will, HIS guidance & direction. 

Proverb 3: 5 – 7 (NLT) 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.

Seek HIS will in all you do, and HE will show you which path to take.

Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil.
Matthew 6: 33

But seek first the kingdom of GOD and HIS righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.

Read: Matthew 13: 53 – 58
~ If HE is honoured, HE’ll do many great things in your life. 
1 Corinthians 6: 19 – 20 (NLT) 

Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you and was given to you by GOD? You do not belong to yourself, 
for GOD bought you with a high price. So you must honor GOD with your body.

Romans 12: 1 – 2 (Amp)

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of (all) the mercies of GOD,
 to make a decisive dedication of your bodies (presenting all your members and faculties) 
as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to GOD, which is 
your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. 

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), (fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs), but be transformed (changed) by the (entire) renewal of your mind 
(by its new ideals and its new attitude), so that you may prove (for yourselves) what is 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of GOD, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect (in HIS sight for you).

1Corinthians 9: 27 (NLT)
I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. 
Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.

2. Honor the LORD with our possession. 
Proverb 3: 9 – 10 

Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; 
So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.
NLT            –
Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce

Message    –
Honor GOD with everything you own, give HIM the first and the best. 
1 Corinthians 4: 2

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
~ Faithful in giving, faithful over small things, HE entrusted bigger things.

READ:
Malachi 3: 8 – 12 (NKJ)

Malachi 1: 6 – 8 (NKJ)

~ Tithes and offering

Two widow in the bible that honor GOD with what they have. 

1. Mark 12: 41 – 44 = Poor widow who give 2 mites (her whole livelihood).
2. 1King 17: 8 – 16 = Elijah & widow who have only a handful of flour in a bin and 



little oil in a jar. She put GOD first, the bin of flour not used up,  

nor did the jar of oil run dry.
Psalm 37: 25 (NLT)

Once I was young, and now I am old. Yet I have never seen the godly abandoned or their children begging for bread.

3. Honoring the LORD’s day
Hebrews 10: 25 (NLT)

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of HIS return is drawing near.
NKJ – not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. 
Isaiah 58: 13 – 14 (NKJ / NLT)

If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on MY Holy Day, 
and call the Sabbath a delight, the Holy Day of the LORD honorable, and shall honor HIM, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, 
Then you shall delight yourself in the LORD; and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. 

The Mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

“Keep the Sabbath day holy. Don’t pursue your own interests on that day,
but enjoy the Sabbathand speak of it with delight as the LORD’s Holy Day.
Honor the Sabbath in everything you do on that day, and don’t follow 
your own desires or talk idly.
Then the LORD will be your delight. I will give you great honor and satisfy you 
with the inheritance I promised to your ancestor Jacob.
I, the LORD, have spoken!”

~ Going to church (GOD’s house) is an honor and is a delight. 

Psalm 122: 1 (NLT)

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the House of the LORD.”
Isaiah 2: 2 – 3 (NLT)

In the Last Days, the mountain of the LORD’s house will be the highest of all—
the most important place on earth. It will be raised above the other hills, and 
people from all over the world will stream there to worship.
People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
Mountain of the LORD, to the House of Jacob’s GOD. There HE will teach us 
HIS ways, and we will walk in HIS paths.” For the LORD’s teaching will go out 
from Zion; HIS Word will go out from Jerusalem.

4. Honoring all people
1Peter 2: 17

Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear GOD. Honor the king.

Philippians 2: 3 – 4

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself.

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

READ: 1 Corinthians 12: 12, 20 – 26 
· Not just towards believers but also towards unbelievers.
1 Peter 2: 12

Having your conduct honorable among the gentiles, that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works 
which they observe, glorify GOD in the day of visitation.

· Towards people in your family, towards husband or wife.

· Wife honor your husbands

Ephesians 5: 33 (AMP) 

However, let each man of you (without exception) love his wife as 
(being in a sense) his very own self; and let the wife see that she respects 
and reverences her husband (that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, 
praises him, and loves and admires him exceedingly)

· Husband honor your wife
1 Peter 3: 7 

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 
as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life,
 that your prayers may not be hindered.

5. Honor those who are in authority

Romans 13: 1 – 2 (NLT) 

Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from GOD, 
and those in positions of authority have been placed there by GOD.

So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what GOD has instituted, 
and they will be punished.

Honor your parents
Ephesians 6: 2 – 3 (NLT)

“Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: 

If you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have 
a long life on the earth.”

· Honor our pastors

1Timothy 5: 17 

Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in the Word and Doctrine.

~ Double honor – the only scripture in the bible talk about double honor 
for the authority. 
1Thessalonians 5: 12 – 13 (NLT)

Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the LORD’s work. 
They work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance. 

Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work. 
And live peacefully with each other.

Hebrew 13: 7, 17 (NLT)

Remember your leaders who taught you the word of GOD. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith. 

Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to GOD. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.

· What is your attitude when corrected / discipline.

Proverb 12: 1 (NLT) 

To learn, you must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction.
Proverb 15: 5 (NLT)
Only a fool despises a parent’s discipline; whoever learns from correction is wise.

Proverb 3: 11 (NLT)

My child, don’t reject the LORD’s discipline, and don’t be upset when HE corrects you.
READ: Hebrews 12: 5 – 6, 11
