Aflame Com Church Inc Sunday Sermon – 27 June 2010
Theme: FAITHFULNESS to the BODY OF CHRIST
Hebrews 10: 19- 23 (NLT)
And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the Blood of JESUS. By HIS death, JESUS opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. And since we have a great HIGH PRIEST who rules over GOD’s House, let us go right into the presence of GOD with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with CHRIST’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for GOD can be trusted to keep HIS promise. 
GOD’s FAITHFULNESS TOWARDS US REMAINS FOREVER AND IS THE SAME YESTERYDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER – THROUGH OUT ALL GENERATIONS. 

HE SHOWS HIS FAITHFULNESS TOWARDS US BY HIS BLOOD SACRIFICE, HIS PROMISES AND EMPOWERING US BY HIS SPIRIT TO SHARE HIS DIVINE NATURE – 2 Peter 1 : 3 -4 (NLT). 

THEREFORE WE CAN FULLY TRUST HIM WITH SINCERE HEARTS.
HE IS SEEKING THOSE WHO ARE GRATEFUL TO HIS FAITHFUL LOVE AND WANT TO FOLLOW AND SERVE HIM FAITHFULLY.
Faithfulness/ Loyalty to the LORD = Faithfulness/ Loyalty to HIS Body.

Serving the LORD = Serving HIS Body.

JESUS is the Head, HIS Body is HIS Church.

JESUS has given us talents and invited us to labor in HIS Kingdom and for HIS Kingdom purpose > What is our response? 

Reference: Matthew 25: 14 -30, John 15: 1 - 8 (from last Sunday Sermon)
Love, serve and grow HIS Body with faithfulness/ loyalty attitude to JESUS as the HEAD of HIS Body and we will be fruitful.

Read:  2 Timothy 1: 5- 18 (NLT)
1. Faithful to the vision and purpose of HIS Body 

2. Faithful to HIS Body in all circumstances

3. Faithful to hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching taught by our Pastors, that is shaped by the Faith and Love we have in CHRIST JESUS

4. Faithful to guard the precious truth that has been entrusted to us through the power of the HOLY SPIRIT

5. Faithful to HIS Body means faithful to the spiritual family where GOD has placed us in, to encourage and not be ashamed of our spiritual parents when they go through suffering for the Gospel sake
6. Faithful to build others in the family by passing on the truth to faithful men & women who will teach others also (2 Timothy 2: 2)
Hebrews 10: 24 -25 (NLT)
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of HIS return is drawing near.

As Pastor Jimmy’s preached: 
“JESUS, THE BRIDEGROOM IS COMING BACK FOR HIS CHURCH WHO IS HIS GLORIOUS BRIDE”, WE ARE TO BE CONNECTED TO HIS CHURCH BODY UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS RETURN TO GROW OUR ROOT IN HIM AND RECEIVE THE SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT SO WE CAN BE GLORIOUS.

AFLAME CORE VALUE No. 6

ACTIVE UNITED TEAMWORK

We believe as united team members who are strengthened by the love for each other, we are to be active participants in the building of GOD’s HOUSE.
In Revelation 1: 5b-6, KING JESUS Who loved us and washed us from our sins in HIS Own Blood, has made us kings and priests to HIS GOD and FATHER. 

WE ARE TO BUILD OUR SPIRITUAL MUSCLES AND BE DISCIPLINED IN HIS HOUSE SO THAT WE CAN BE STRENGTHENED TO ARISE AND SHINE FOR HIM AND FIGHT THE BATTLE OF FAITH.
Read Hebrews 12: 5 – 9 (NLT)

Hebrews 12: 10 – 11 (NLT)
For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But GOD’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in HIS holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.
GOD’s DISCIPLINE IS LIKE THE PRUNING OF THE VINE’s BRANCHES IN JOHN 15: 1-8, SO WE AS THE BRANCHES CAN BEAR MUCH MORE FRUIT, FRUIT THAT WILL LAST. WITHOUT GOD’s DISCIPLINE/ PRUNING, WE WILL BEAR PREMATURE FRUIT AND THE FRUIT WILL NOT LAST.
1 Peter 1: 21-22 (NLT)

Through CHRIST you have come to trust in GOD. And you have placed your faith and hope in GOD because HE raised CHRIST from the dead and gave HIS great glory.

You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart.

OUT OF OUR REGENERATED FAITHFUL HEART TO THE HEAD OF THE BODY, WE SHALL ESTEEM ONE ANOTHER WITH PURE AND SINCERE LOVE, AS EACH MEMBER HAS HIS/ HER UNIQUE FUNCTION IN THE BODY AND WORKING TOGETHER IN HARMONY FOR THE SAME PURPOSE IN OBEDIENCE TO THE HEAD. 
Romans 12: 4 (The Message)

In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we're talking about is CHRIST's Body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of HIS Body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn't amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in CHRIST's Body, let's just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren't.

PURE AND SINCERE LOVE OF GOD IS NOT SELF-SEEKING, PRIDE, ENVY / JEALOUSY, HYPOCRISY AND UNKIND SPEECH.

1 Peter 2 : 1-3 (NLT)

So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech. Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, now that you have had a taste of the LORD’s kindness.
James 3: 13 – 16 (NLT)

If you are wise and understand GOD’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy and selfishness are not GOD’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.

IF THERE ARE ENVY / JEALOUSY and SELF AMBITION, THERE WILL BE HYPOCRISY, LYING/ DECEIT AND ALL UNKIND SPEECH. THESE ARE EVIL AND NOT OF GOD.

The Bible talk about envy / jealousy >> Genesis 4: 1-12, 1 Corinthians 3: 3, Proverbs 14: 30 (NLT), Mark 15:10
James 3 : 17 – 18 (NLT)

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.

Galatians 6 : 7 – 10 (NLT)
Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of GOD. You will always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the SPIRIT will harvest everlasting life from the SPIRIT. So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.
GOD’s PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING ALWAYS APPLY – 

Physically, those who show goodness (good nutrition, physical exercise and enough rest) to own body, will reap harvest of good health.

Spiritually, those who show goodness (pure love, peace, gentleness, willingness to yield to others, mercy, good deeds, no favoritism, and sincerity) to the Body of CHRIST will also reap harvest of blessing.
Romans 15:1-2 (Message)

Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter and not just do what is most convenient for us. 

Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us need to look after the good of the people around us,

asking ourselves “How can I help?”
Romans 15:3 (NLT)

For even Christ didn’t live to please Himself. 

As the scripture say “The insults of those who insult You, O GOD, have fallen on me.” 
Romans 15: 4-5 

For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

Now may the GOD of patience and comfort grant you to be likeminded toward one another, 

according to CHRIST JESUS, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the GOD and Father of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
ONLY BY HAVING GOD’s KIND OF LOVE, WE CAN LOVE, SERVE and BE FAITHFUL TO THE BODY of CHRIST, then the COMPASSION TO DO GOOD TO OTHERS IN ORDER TO BRING THEM TO CHRIST.
GOD IS JUST TO REWARD HIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS.
THE LORD JESUS IS COMING BACK AGAIN TO JUDGE AND REWARD US ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS.
Revelation 22: 12

‘And behold, I AM coming quickly, and MY reward is with ME, to give to everyone according to his work’.
